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Website: http://www.spbw.com.

On-line forum: http://www.spbw.com/bb
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Anyone reading this that is not already a
member of SPBW might like to know that
annual membership costs only £5 (£6 non-
UK). For information about SPBW together
with a membership form, please send a
stamped addressed envelope to the National
Membership Secretary as above or visit our
website.

Printed by Panther Print & Design, Rainham, Essex.
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OPENING TIME

| recently happened upon an advertisement in a national newspaper for a well-

known strong dark ale from a famous North Yorkshire breweri Theakst onods
Peculier to name names. The somewhat jocularly worded ad made use of the
expression o6craft beerd to describe this
common usage.

The sl ight problem is that nNo one seems |
generally seems to be taken as a type of beer produced by micro-brewers and
generally ser v &dwhyhSurélk ang lirewér @an mroduce a high

qualtybeer , serve it by traditional met hods a
I n the USA, 6craft beerd is defined as be
maximum output. Therefore, for instance, Sierra Nevada, one of the pioneers of the
USbeerrevivab, has outgrown its roots and is no

What is needed here is a similar definition. Back in the 1960s and 70s, SPBW

engaged in lengthy correspondence with the former MAFF trying to establish a
definition oftbdradght bbeagbébto be able to
from the cask (i e what we now call Or eal
keg). Hardly surprisingly this came to not
as beer or cider served from a bulk container.

Does it really matter? Do beer drinkers really need a lengthy debate about what is

me ant by oO6craftd beer? Personally 1 6dm ha
6draught o beers served by means of extrane
aslseeftyand not worry about what oOcraftdo is

good beers out there for us to enjoy without having to worry about what they are
meant to be.
There is quite a lot in this issue about Campden Hill branch, which this year has
become the first SPBW branch to celebrate 50 years in action. This means that the
branchés founders were among the pioneers
still meeting 1 it even survived a couple of years of my Chairmanship! Of our other
current branches, Wantz has managed 41 years in action. Special Branch had been
formed a year earlier but was dormant for a few years before being revived. The
SPBW6s strength has tradiitanbweddvé aynebane n i n
(see page 10)!'i so long may Campden Hill and its counterparts prosper.
As we reach the end of another year, let me offer the usual festive best wishes to
all SPBW members and to brewers and publicans who take pride in their profession.
| hope that 2016 brings you good health, peace and good beer, craft or otherwise!

RJ

Articles on beer/pub related issues for Pint in Hand are always welcome! If sending articles
by email it would be very helpful if they are in Arial plain 12pt, single spacing with absolutely
no formatting! Pictures should be in JPG format. Thanks.

Some back issues of Pint in Hand are available:- numbers 46; 49; 86-104; 106-114; 116-135.
These can be obtained from the Editor (address on page 2) in return for 15 second class stamps
to cover postage fortheful I s et . I f you dondt want the whale | ¢
cover costs.

Every issue of PiH can now be found on the SPBW website, in PDF format (see page 9).

3



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The SPBW NEC holds its regular meetings on the second Monday of each month,

starting at 7 pm or thereabouts, in the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, London SE1 4JU.

| f possible we use the upstairs rThegsemre( i t 0 S
strictly business meetings, but they are kept as brief as necessary. All members are

welcome to attend, particularly branch representatives.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 2016 AGM of the NEC will be held on Monday 14 March at a venue to be
decided. Full details will appear in the February PiH as well as through the usual e-
media. All SPBW members are invited to attend this meeting. AGMs tend to be
convivial affair, hopefully with minimum bureaucracy and plenty of opportunity for
socialising.

If you wish to volunteer for a post on the NEC please let Frankie Colclough know.

52ND ANNIVERSARY GATHERING

The 52" anniversary of the founding SPBW will be on Sunday 6 December and

once again we will be making a pilgrimage to the Rising Sun in Epsom (14
Heathcote Road, KT18 5DX), where it all began. The pub opens at noon and that

seems like a good time to start. A buffet will be provided and we need to charge £5

to help cover costs. If you want to join us, please send a cheque, payable to SPBW,

to Roger Jacobson (details on page 2).

The Rising Sun is approximately 10 mi n u t e ss@uth ¥waanl Epsom rail station. It

serves Y 0 u n lgeérs and a guest or two.

We have produced a pl aque to go in the pub to <c
founding. This will be unveiled during the afternoon of this event.

MIKE HALL MEMORIAL WALK

This walk to commemorate Mike, former SPBW stalwart and NEC Chairman is on
Monday 23 November in the Temple area of London. The itinerary is: 7pm Seven
Stars, 53-54 Carey Street, WC2A 2JB; 8pm Knight's Templar, 95 Chancery Lane,
WC2A 1DT; 9pm Temple Brew House, 46 Essex Street, WC2R 3JF; 10pm Edgar
Wallace, 40 Essex Street, WC2R 3JF. A fair selection of beers should be available
in those pubs. All are welcome.

BEER & BUFFET

The annual Eve-of-GBBF Beer & Buffet event happened on Monday 10 August, at
Ye Olde Mitre. This was another well-attended event and a tasty buffer was helped
down with a good selection of ales, including one from the wood supplied by XT.



TONY LITTLER TROPHY

It fairly chucked down with rain on the evening of 16 September but still some 30

SPBW stalwarts waded their way to the Calthorpe Arms for the latest inter-branch

event. Steve Elliott and his ad hoc team won the contest last year and found they

had to organize this yearod6s bash. They to
quiz, with a definite slant towards beer but covering a range of other topics as well.

Five teams took part, including a first appearance by Old Ford Pilgrims (whose

leader sets a monthly quiz in his own pub) who finished last despite having the

largest team. Regular winners Wantz branch brought in guest player Robin
Shackl ock from North East branch, who she
avoid a further triumph. Teams from Campden Hill and Central London branches

al so took part but the winners were Jere
appeared to comprise members of Kingston and Campden Hill branches.
Congratulations to them.

Steve (left) prsents the Trophy to winning captain David Laing

As usual, the Calthorpe Arms provided excellent hospitality, fine beer and a superb
buffet and it was a superb evening i by the end of which it had finally stopped
raining!

OUT AND ABOUT

We again ran a stall at the Eden Park beer festival this year. Bromley CAMRA's
festival has been peripatetic for some years but now seems to have settled at Eden
Park, which is a great venue and only 5 minutes from the railway station. We were
there on Friday evening and Saturday from the start and we were made really
welcome. We sold a good number of products, though not as much as last year and
we signed up a number of new members. Many thanks to all members who came
and helped to run the stall - the turnout was great. It has to be one of the nicest and
friendliest festivals around. Well worth a visit next year. (PD)
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NATIONAL WEEKEND 2015

The 2015 National Weekend will be based in Newcastle (upon Tyne) and hosted by

the dynamic North East branch, 137 16 November. There will be brewery visits and

pub tours of Newcastle and way beyond!

This issue iIis due to be issued a few day:
already signed up (nearly 30 members are),
be another excellent National Weekend and there should be a full report in the next

issue.

LONDON PUB OF THE YEAR 2016

The last few months have seen our dedicated panel of judges visiting and evaluating
the 12 nominated pubs (see last issue). The final voting, in early November, will be
after this issue goes to press. Look out for the announcement of our winner and
details of the presentation on our website and via the usual e-media. Alternatively
contact Bill English (details page 2).

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Let 6s g ® ydara tokthe ovember 1985 issue of PiH. The front page
announces that the 6" London Pub of the Year is the Fish & Ring in Stepney. This

has long since to be a pub, having been converted to residential use. Two pages on

is an account of another Wantz branch-nominated LPotY, the Royal Oak, which had

recently closed pending demolition to make way for a ring road. The first contest for

the Tony Littler Trophy had been won by Special Branch (who actually donated the

trophy). Highlights of the branch reports was from the short-lived North Devon

branch. The branch President, John Riddington-Young hosted the summer meeting

on his lawn and arrived by hot air balloon i though he actually landed in his

nei ghbouro6s garden. The f ol leo®lichidg day hi s
Moving on hastily 10 years, PiH 56 depicted J W Lees brewery on its cover. A visit

here had been the focus of the latest National Weekend and it was a genuine
traditional Victorian brewery. In the evening we went to Rochdale to meet a party
from West Riding branch and Andyo6és humor
unsuccessful attempt to walk between the two points along the canal. It would have

hel ped if 1 6d gone in the right direction.
pubs. My final memory of that day is having a late night Indian with Chris Callow and

watch some of the waiters duff up a customer who attempted to leave without

paying. Needless to say, we tipped generously!

And so to November 2005. | had recently made my first (and only, to date) visit to

the Isle of Man, which enabled me to fill 4 pages as well as the front cover. This

was, of course, several years before North Irish Sea branch came on the scene but

|l 6m sure many of the pubs | mepiecarecoueteld ar e
the joys of Sheffieldds pubs. My Editorie
smoking in pubs. | was, and remain, very much in favour of the ban, which has made

the inside pubs a much pleasanter environment.



CHESAPEAKE BAY IN LONDON

Chesapeake Bay is by far the biggest SPBW branch but Baltimore is a bit of a way
for most of us to travel to. So it was nice when a couple of them came to visit us!
Paul and Jeanne-Mary Holly were taking a vacation in the UK and, amidst the usual
tourist stuff, they planned a few pub visits. Thankfully, their time in London allowed
them to join some of us on a London pub judging session (at the Bree Louise and
Old Fountain). The following day Frankie & co hosted a social event at the Eleanor
Arms, where Paul and Jeanne-Marie were made most welcome and met a few more
of us. They were most appreciative of the hospitality and friendship shown.

A welcometoJeanne-Mar i e and Paul .who man the pumps

ALASDAIR’S BIRTHDAY PARTY

Alasdair Boyd, NEC Vice-Chairman, celebrates his birthday shortly before
Christmas. His now traditional party will be upstairs at the Harp, Covent Garden, on
the evening of Saturday 19 December. He assures me that all SPBW members are
welcome.

NEW BOOK

"From Junk to Junction - The Renaissance of The Junction, Castleford. A
Celebration 2010 — 20150 by Davi d Litten. Foreword b
20,000 words, 50 colour photographs. Launch at the Junction, Castleford on
Thursday November 26th at 8pm; available from the Junction £7-50. Mail order:

£10. Contact David Litten by e-mail littendavid@littendavid.karoo.co.uk. All profits

to The Alzheimer's Society.
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JOHN BUCKLE

John was a long standing supporter of SPBW, being a member of the West Riding
branch for many years. He attended almost every branch meeting and the trips and
other events organised by the branch. He provided the detailed information for
members to be able to attend meeting by public transport and also assisted with the
logistics of branch trips. He was also the branch contributor to the SPBW Forum.
Very passionate about real ale he would travel to just about any beer festival in the
country that could be reached by train in a day. | travelled with him on many
occasions as far as London and Edinburgh and just about everywhere in between.
John would have worked out all the timings and best value tickets to complete the
journey, and | am sure he never made an error.
The railways were his main interest outside of real ale and he was keen to follow
the developments of the new lines, stations and the trains that have been introduced
In recent years. These two interests dovetailed together well and resulted in many
trips that became known at #ABuckl es T
area and directions to them and although we had one or two long walks these were
the exception.
John& work for an electrical engineering company had taken him all over the world
before his retirement. He lived in Yeadon close to the Leeds and Bradford Airport.
He was a very private person but was a regular visitor to his local pubs, The Albert
and Crown and enjoyed a game of dominoes. Aged 67 he is survived by his brother
Eric and sister Ann. John had made many friends through SPBW and his support
was shown until the very end with the national SPBW logo on the front of the service
sheet at his funeral which was attended by many SPBW members, as well as family
and friends. SPBW has lost a true enthusiast and many of us have lost a great friend.
Graham Hewitt

SPBW ON LINE

As well as our website www.spbw.com our members Forum is at
www.spbw.com/bb/; the online shop www. http://spbwshop.co.uk/.
Social media: Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/group.php?gid=110911458926369
Twitter: https://twitter.com/spbwsecret

EMAIL SERVICES

Would like to receive PiH by email rather than by post? Please email Roger West

our s (

and Roger Jacobson (detai lareangeih . page 2) and we

If you want news about SPBW events by email, send your email address to
Frankie Colclough (see page 2) . We promise that your email details will only be
used for the transmission of SPBW material.
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THE WOOD BEER GUIDE

Brewery news

Samuel Smith has a picture on its website of some wooden casks under the headline
‘Great looking casks in the cellar of the Cock Tavern', so it seem they are still
keeping up the tradition of serving at least one beer from the wood.

Ossett Brewing Company reported that the Three Pigeons in Halifax was to have 2
beers in the wood in early August - Rat Brewery Rat Catcher 4.8% (a new
Marmalade IPA), and Fernandes Brewery Sunshine IPA 5.5% (a hoppy IPA).

Orbit Brewing Ltd held a London Beer City event at its brewery in August and |
enjoyed the Nico (a Kolsch style beer) from a wooden cask. The cask was obtained
via Alastair Simms from Theakston's brewery, and may have been one that was
made for an exhibition of the Cooper's art. Orbit will be putting a smoked beer into
the wood next, for delivery to the Manchester beer festival in autumn. They may also
obtain another wooden cask in the future.

Hadrian Border Brewery has confirmed that it does supply beers from the wood on
demand, at the request of certain pubs, and had some available at the CAMRA
Durham beer fest at the end of August.

Maxim Brewery is trying to promote beers from the wood, using a wooden cask to
promote bftw at the local festivals, and have a symbiotic relationship with 3 Kings

Brewery, who use Maxi més steam cask washe

return. So far Maxim have had Maximus 6 % strong ale and Double Maxim 4.7%
and Swedish Blonde 4.2% ale in the wood. They report all seem to have a softer
finish on the palate. Maxim also were due to have 3 beers in the wood at the Durham
beer festival - Maximus, Double Maxim and RYE IPA 4.5%.

Pin & Firkin Brewery have explained how they operate with beers from the wood.
As a bench mark they like to go for a month on beers over 4.5% before dispatching.
They tried one barrel of Impy casked for 4 months - it didn't do it justice. They are
going to brew beers for Christmas this month possible 6.5% or 7% dark in colour.

They will be holding another Pin & Fi

October. At present P&F own 50 Firkins and just 4 pins, and are about to order
another 20 firkins.

Dog & Rabbit Brewery in Newcastle Upon Tyne has been brewing since May. The
brewery has purchased two pins from Theakstons and are using them regularly.
Pub activity

Apart from the pubs mentioned in the brewery report above (and in particular those
listed in the NE region), the Beer & Buffet evening at Ye Old Mitre in August offered
Animal Brewing Company's (the name used by XT Brewery for one-off special
brews) Dachsund from the wood.

Media news

There is an interesting article about Alastair Simms and the White Rose Cooperage
on page 15 of the latest edition of Full measure magazine, published by Leeds
CAMRA - http://issuu.com/danspeed/docs/new-full-measure-133

Alastair Simms has found a new apprentice. From the six short listed candidates
interviewed, Kean Hiscock (18) from Garforth, West Yorkshire was selected.

Garry Wiles, Wood Liaison Officer

r ki
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MEET the BRANCHES

We have 20 affiliated branches and details of these are listed below. We always
encourage members to join a local branch and get involved with its social activities.
Most branches would appreciate new members so you can expect a warm welcome.
Branches tend to be fairly informal, meetings being free of boring bureaucracy.

We are delighted to welcome Beds and North Herts branch whose first meeting was
in August; see details below, and another branch in Ightam Common, Kent, is about
to get going.

| f you d o rcal branthawhyenotsstart ooe? John Dearing, (Branch Liaison
Officer, address on page 2), will be pleased to tell you what you need to know.

BMAD: Meetings held first Friday of each month at the Burnt Mill Snooker and
Social Club (CIU affiliated) in Harlow, Essex. Contact Tony Syrett (079207 60553);
email tony.syrett@aoutlook.com

BEDS & NORTH HERTS: Informal meetings are held on the 4" Friday of each
month from 5 pm, at the Engineers Arms, High Street, Henlow, Bedfordshire SG16
6AA. Contact Kevin Machin, email kevin.machin@engineersarms.co.uk; 07743
099783 or 01462 812284

CAMPDEN HILL: Meetings held first Monday of each month, at the Union Tavern,
45 Woodfield Road, London, W9 2BA. Contact Aidan Kerrigan, 07777 696153;
email aidan_kerrigan@yahoo.co.uk.

CENTRAL LONDON: Meetings usually held on the 18th of each month mostly in
the form of pub evaluation walks - usually in central London. Contact Roger West
(see page 2).

CHESAPEAKE BAY: Based in the area around Baltimore, Maryland USA - a great
area for microbrews and brewpubs. Contact Graham Green, email
secretary@spbw.org. Website: www.spbw.org.

CHESHIRE REAL ALE PEOPLE: Are based mainly around the Crewe/Nantwich
area. Informal meetings are held each Monday from 7.30 in the Borough Arms,
Earle Street, Crewe, then to Hops, Prince Albert Street, Crewe T all real ales £2 a
pint for Camra members. Contact Colin Donald 01270 623376 emall
colinsdonald@sky.com.

COMMON & ALDBRICKHAM: Meetings usually held at the Hop Leaf, Reading, on
an ad hoc basis; contact John Dearing 0118 958 0377 or gpwild@btconnect.com
to find out where and when.

CROYDON REAL ALE PRESERVATION SOCIETY: Meet on the first Tuesday of
each month in The Green Dragon, High Street Croydon CRO 1NA, and also every
subsequent Tuesday at a pub somewhere in, or easily reachable by public transport
from, Croydon. Contact Pete McGill 07831 561296 (m) or John Smith 02071884844

(w).
FYCY: A social group formed by ex-pat SPBW stalwarts Peter Willett and Dave
Brightwell. Contact Peter for more details: peterwillettuk@yahoo.com
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IPSWICH: Contact Phil (01473 280822) or lain (07707 465750) for details of
meetings.

KINGSTON: Meetings held on first Wednesday of each month in the Willoughby
Arms, 47 Willoughby Road. Contact
http://spbwkingston.co.uk/diary or email mike.lapworth@talk21.com

NORFOLKSOAKS (formerly Norfolk Bears): Meetings held first Thursday of each
month at 12.30 in the Fat Cat, 49 West End Street, Norwich. The landlord, Colin
Keatley, regularly supplies three pins of Fat Cat (and other) beers from the wood.
More details at: http://www.spbw.com/norfolk/about.html

NORTHERN IRELAND: Normally meet at the Bridge House (JDW), Belfast, on a
Friday night after 8pm, at the pillar beside the hand pumps. Occasionally the
Tuesday Bell (JDW), Lisburn, after 8pm on a Saturday. Contact Mark Hutchinson
for details of meetings and events: admin@spbwni.co.uk. Event details can be
found at: http://spbwni.co.uk/events.html - for those not online send Admin your
mobile number for event notification.

NORTH EAST: Meetings held on Saturdays at various locations across the north
east, to be decided at the previous meeting. Contact Rob Shacklock
robinshacklock@yahoo.co.uk 07512257837; or Michael Wynne
mwrivetcatcher@ Gmail.com

NORTH IRISH SEA: The Isle of Man based branch meets on Friday evenings,
usually in the Douglas area, but also has many unofficial visits elsewhere on the
island, and from time to time in the coastal areas of the traditional Lancashire
boundaries. Contact David Halliwell (07972807934) david.halliwell@manx.net
Always happy to meet up with visitors to the oM.

OLD FORD PILGRIMS: Meet at the Eleanor Arms, 460 Old Ford Road, Bow; dates
and times to be advised. Contact Frankie at the pub: 07896 208707,
frankie707 @gmail.com

RACS: The Real Ale Club of Sawbridgeworth meets last Wednesday of each month
in various pubs in Sawbridgeworth. Contact Caroline Macy, e-mail:
ci43@intosawbridgeworth.co.uk or the website www.racs.org.

SPECIAL: The branch holds annual, week-long gatherings around the inland
waterways network. There are also unofficial visits to pubs of renown in London,
Cumbria, Cheshire and Shropshire, or wherever we happen to be.

WANTZ: Meetings are held third Monday of the month at the Old Fountain, 3
Baldwin Street (off City Road), London EC1V 9NU, starting at around 7.30 pm.
However, actual dates and venue are liable to change! Contact Roger Jacobson
(see page 2).

WEST RIDING: Meets (usually) on last Sunday morning in month in various pubs
in and around Leeds. Brewery trips, day trips and crawls and other socials. Contact
Janet Dyson (janetdyson55@hotmail.com) for further details.
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BRANCHES IN ACTION

~ The first meeting of the newly formed Bedfordshire and North Herts Branch
was held at the Henlow Beer Festival at the Engineers Arms. It was great to get the
branch underway and not only was it a great night, we were even treated to two
beers from the wood 1 Bad to the Bone and Chilli Dog, both from Gundog Brewery.
Both in excellent condition and it was pleasant to find beers from the wood at a beer
festival. The branch has 15 members and will be looking to increase their numbers
in 2016 and have already lined up a number of social events for the new year.

~ BMAD meeting nights have been changed to the first Friday of the month. The
branch has just recently returned from a trip to Lille. This should have been a trip
to Antwerp but there was a train strike in Belgium that weekend. Over the last few
months we have had a couple of pub crawls in the local area and our AGM held in
High Wych at the Rising Sun. (TS)

~ Campden Hill branch had its 'Arry Hart Memorial Crawl on 23 August in the
Hammersmith area. It started at the Cross Keys, the Fuller's pub in Black Lion Lane,
a former branch meeting place. Next was the Black Lion, a grade Il listed 16th
century inn, close to the river. Its skittles alley has just been reinstated in the back
of the pub. The rest of the crawl were 4 pubs by the Thames, starting with the
Young's pub, Old Ship. It ironically didn't have any Young's beers for sale, just
Sambrooks Wandle Ale. Next was the Dove, the famous grade Il listed Fuller's pub.
The rear conservatory leads to a terrace overlooking the river and there's the world's
smallest snug. Well worth a visit. The Rutland Arms didn't have any real ale, so it
was straight into the last pub, the Blue Anchor. On 16 September, the branch came
third at the Tony Littler Trophy. On 21 September was the 50th Anniversary Dinner
in Kensington. After first meeting at the Elephant and Castle, 10 of us ate at the
Britannia, a former branch meeting place. Both the food and service was very
good. On 5 October was the AGM. The new committee is as follows: Chairman
Adrian Parker; Vice-Chairman Aidan Kerrigan; Secretary Robert McGowan;
Treasurer Peter Chutter and NEC Rep. Bill English. On 23-25 October was the 50th
Anniversary trip to Amsterdam, including a visit to the Bok Beer Festival. Several
pubs were also visited, including the famous In De Wildeman. On 1 December is
the Not the Christmas Meal. Meet at the Calthorpe Arms, before eating at the Little
India restaurant. They're both on the Gray's Inn Road.

~ Central London branch had no event in August and came fourth at the Tony
Littler Trophy event in September. On 19 October was a pub evaluation walk in
Westminster. The first two pubs have a division bell for MPs. We started at St
Stephen's Tavern, a Hall and Woodhouse pub. Built in 1875 and a Grade I listed
building. It has a high bar-back, etched glass and splendid hanging brass
lamps. Next was the Red Lion in Whitehall, a Fuller's pub, a tall, narrow, corner pub
rebuilt in the late 1890's. The grade Il listed building has several original features
including a mahogany bar-back, a patterned ceiling and etched glass to the rear.
We then visited another Grade Il listed pub, Old Shades. It was rebuilt in 1898 by
Threadwell & Martin in the Gothic-influenced Arts and Crafts style. A former
Nicholsons, it is now run by Faucet Inns. Then across the road to Wetherspoon's
Lord Moon of the Mall. It is a conversion from a bank called Cocks Biddulph Ltd,
was designed by Richard Coade and built in 1870-3. There is pink sandstone, wood
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panelling, high ceilings and arched windows. The last pub was the new Fuller's pub,
the Admiralty, formerly the Albannach. It's themed on the HMS Victory.

~ 0On 15 August the Common and Aldbrickham branch held its third consecutive
summer pub crawl by mini-bus or in this instance mini-coach. Some 19 members
and supporters boarded the vehicle near Reading Station and embarked on a tour
organised by Andy Church, which took in some old favourites along with some less
familiar territory. First stop was the George at Dorchester, a comfortable inn in this
Thameside village which is best known for its mediaeval abbey church.

We then proceeded to two regular ports of call, the Black Horse at Checkendon,
followed by the Bell at Aldworth, a former branch pub of the year. Both pubs
specialise in beers from the West Berkshire brewery while in the latter many of the
party enjoyed the excellent and generously filled rolls which at least one member
followedupwithst i cky toffee puddingé

The next novelty was the Rowbarge at Woolhampton which is confusingly situated
near Midgham Station. This was a slightly foody pub within and many of the party
preferred to sit out in the extensive ground overlooking the Kennet and Avon Canal.
Then on to another new venue, crossing from Berkshire into Hampshire to the
Carpenters Arms at Burghclere, an unspoilt country pub with Arkells beer. Final call
in the country was the third of our old favourites, the Plough at Little London and it
was then back to Reading to finish up near the station at the Greyfriar, a pub that
Acame back from the deadodo | ast year,
has already made it into CAMRA 2016 Good Beer Guide. Hope to see you all again
next year. (JD)

~ Kingston have had a quiet few months. Missing/savagely edited from their
report in the last issue was mention of fa summer visit to London's first cooperative
pub - The vy House in Nunhead (south east London). This large splendid old pub
had a good selection of ales. While we were there, a party arrived to Beat The
Bounds. This is a revived tradition when locals mark out their territory by bang sticks
and playing music at eacfMLof Nunhead?d
~ North East has been rather busy throughout the summer. Durham beer festival
offered 17 beers from the wood, our largest amount of beer from the wood in one
place to date. This was a magnificent achievement by the Durham CAMRA branch
and they were rewarded for their efforts with a commemorative certificate at our
September meeting. The beers all sold well and the beer of the festival as voted for
by the punters was Elland 1872 Porter in the wood! The branch members in
attendance were overwhelmed!

September saw our first AG M, hel d at a Samuel Smit hds

North Shields and we had an excellent turnout. We had a wooden wander to the
Quay Tap House, Low Lights Tavern and then on to Tynemouth, beer from the wood
was available at all the outlets having been supplied by Three Kings, Maxim,
Temptation and Hadrian Border breweries.

Mid-September saw the branch hire a bus and travel to our most northern point,
Berwick. We had our meeting in the Barrels Alehouse before moving on to the
excellent micropub the Curfew. Here we enjoyed Wylam Jakehead from the wood
and we basked in the autumn sunshine. Across town was the Pilot Inn where more
bftw was available from the Firebrick brewery in Blaydon on Tyne, unfortunately the
bus found us and whisked us off to East Ord for our pre-arranged lunch of a beautiful
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steak pie and chips! We boarded the bus again and it was off to Alnwick. Some of
the group went to the Tanners whilst the rest went in search of ale elsewhere,
unfortunately the award winning John Bull wasn't due to open for another hour so
we headed to the Dirty Bottles and the Black Swan which were both very pleasant.
Last stop was Morpeth where some of the group headed for the Joiners and the
excellent Wetherspoons, whilst the rest visited the Office which is a fairly new
micropub and had beers from the nearby Acton brewery.

There has also just been the Sunderland Octoberfest where there were 5 bftw
featuring a special beer by Maxim to celebrate the anniversary of the Maxim gun.
Further beers featured from Temptation brewery and Three Kings and was again a
very well put together and attended festival.

As | write this in October we are gearing up for the third Oddfellows Beer from the
wood festival, which featured 14 bftw in total. Two weeks later we host the National
members weekend up here in Newcastle.

The December meeting on Saturday 12 December is at 12 noon in Darlington
snooker club followed by a wooden wander around selected Darlington pubs. (RS)
~ Northern Ireland branch gave its Pub of The Year Award to the Hilden Brewery
& Tap Room. Normally this award goes to a premise with a full licence but this is a
special case to encompass over three decades of brewing cask ales and running a
class restaurant. Seamus & Ann worked through the hard times when cask ale was
more something of derision in the 1980's. Their labours paid off and now the Scullion
scions are continuing the business. The business is not able to sell drinks over the
counter, but they can be purchased alongside some excellent food in the restaurant
or beer garden. Plus, who could forget the annual Hilden Beerfest? (MH)

(pictured from left: James Skeffington receiving the Award on behalf of Hilden
Brewery; Mark Hutchinson, Branch Chairman; members of the SPBWNI branch).

~ RACS had a very successful trip to the Peterborough Beer Festival in August and
despite the weather had a wonderful time. The annual Summer Show held at the
George IV in Sawbridgeworth on Bank Holiday Sunday was, again, well supported.
We were delighted to welcome Alasdair Boyd who made the great trek to outer
Hertfordshire to join us. OQur raffle

charity of choice. A week later we were at Chappel i the beer festival held in the
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train sheds of the East Anglian Railway Museum 7 and enjoyed a choice of more

than 200 beers and ciders while sitting in redundant cattle trucks.

On November Thursday 12th we are off for a brewery trip to the Oakham Ales
brewery, again in Pet er bewaryanSgfiolkisoAthecardsi t t o
for the near future. Christmas celebrations will be during pub crawls around
Cambridge and Chelmsford. (CM)

~ Wantz had a pub tour of Borough Market at the end of August; some interesting

pubs and a decent selection of beers but most of the pubs were spoilt by excessive

and intrusive music which made conversation very difficult. The final pub, the Rake,

was a nice quiet relief. Our | atest eati ng
restaurant in Whitechapel, where we were all well satisfied with the food.
Beforehand we met at the White Hart where, disappointingly, only one draught beer

from the pubds One Mil e. O Decentber meeengwillseea s av
us return to the Golden Lion at Rochford so as to avoid the pre-yule part-time

drinking crowds. (RJ)

~ West Riding future events include: 14 November branch trip to Newcastle to

meet with members on the National Weekend; 22 November meeting at Guiseley

Factory Workers Club to include the AGM; 20 December meeting (venue to be
decided); 3 January Christmas Party at Guiseley Factory Workers Club from 3pm.

(JD)

MORE PUB CHARACTERS

Time to move on to Wales where | spent nine months from 1968-9, in Swansea. My
local during this time was the Uplands Tavern (the Ups for short) and this pub too
had its range of characters but none perhaps as memorable as Albert Thomas.

In ordinary life Albert Thomas was said to be an accountant and from Monday to
Thursday he eschewed liquor. But he certainly made up for it between Friday and

Sunday. When | entered the pub about 9 pm
fellow! How are you enjoyingthisg | or i ous t hi ndhefinalwdrdegdvenL | F E 7
a sort of D H Lawrentian resonance, remin
novelist. ATel | me, 0 he would conrt?2indAead n
then at closing time, would come the night |l y ri tual : AMar gar et
somewhat elderly barmaid) nBefore | go I n-
bottle of Haig, a blue Bass and twenty Se

occasion a mean-spirited individual followed Albert into the inner sanctum and
eased the whiskey bottle out of his coat pocket while he stood or swayed at the
stalls.
Albert always wore a shabby brown raincoat that made him look about 70, though
in truth he was nearer 50. He would sometimes tell an involved and somewhat
incoherent story about his wartime experiences in Berlin in which the military police
manhandled him into a utility waggon i this traumatic occasion apparently led to his
taking to drink. When | revisited the pub three years later, Albertwas sti |l | t he
course you remember old Al bert?06 said Mrs
could forget him?

John Dearing
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50 YEARS OF CAMPDEN HILL BRANCH
Part 1: 1965 - 1990

1965: In October, the branch was founded in the Sherry Bar of the Windsor Castle,
Campden Hill Road, Kensington. Hence the name. Most of the founding members
worked at the Bank of England. They drank in the area because the bank's
recreation ground was in West London. In the bar, the toilets didn't have doors, but
instead heavy drapes. One of the members was known as the "Keeper of the
Ladies". He would stand and hold back the drapes, so the ladies could pass. On the
first branch committee was Treasurer Keith Hudson (until his death in 1977) and
Secretary David Allen (until he stood down in 1979).

1970: Members visited all 135 of Young's pubs in one day. In November, the St
Andrew's Night dinner at White Cross, Richmond. Many future dinners were to be
held there. The "Branch Eater" was awarded to whoever has the biggest appetite.
This title has continued to this day.

1971: In March was the St Patricks Day dinner. In August, darts vs. Charlie Butler
pub (loss). Visits to Greene King, Harvey's and Threlfall's (Liverpool).

1972: In March was the St David's Day dinner. Darts vs. Charlie Butler and Woolwich
branch (both wins). Visits to Adnams and Gray & Son (Chelmsford).

1973: In January was the Hogmanay dinner. Visits to Gales (Horndean), Wadworth
and Marston's.

1974: In January, the branch's 100th meeting was held at Ye Olde Watling, City.
1975: In October, the branch moved their HQ to the Britannia in Kensington as they
had outgrown the Sherry bar. Another reason was that it supported Young's
brewery, as they were one of the few that still brewed and sold real ale.

1976: The Branch had 4 dart matches (all losses), 3 brewery visits and 3 annual
dinners. The annual Charity Pub Crawl raised £160 after 12 members had 12 pints
in 12 pubs. The money was donated to the Geriatric Day Ward at St Mary Abbots

Hospital, Kensington.

1977: There were 7 darts matches and 4 brewery visits. There were also three
annual dinners including the Keith Hudson Memorial Dinner, held at Simpson in the
Strand. The Charity Pub Crawl raised £120 for the League of Friends, St Mary
Abbots Hospital. The branch had a stand at the Hospital's fete.

1978: The branch's first pub crawl of Chelsea. The Keith Hudson darts trophy was
contested for the first time. It has continued to this day. The branch's 150th meeting
was brief and was followed by a celebration dinner at Simpson's in the Strand.
Guests John Young and author/journalist Richard Boston. April's meeting was
attended by 31 people, a record to this day. There were joint campaigning pub
crawls with W London CAMRA in W6, W8 and W14, to persuade pubs to sell real
ale. There were darts and brewery visits.

1979: Visit to Wiltshire. In November, a meeting with Truman's, was held jointly with
W London CAMRA. They wanted to introduce a new beer called Tap Bitter, but
using what appeared to be an air pressure system. This didn't go down well. Darts
matches played against various opponents and six brewery visits were made.
1980: The HQ moved to the Cross Keys, Hammersmith. More darts matches played
and 4 brewery visits.
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1981: The HQ was moved to the Churchill Arms, Kensington. A W6 pub crawl plus
curry with London Australian magazine, a Bar-B-Q at the Duke of Clarence, Holland
Park and an Armistice Day Dinner (guest David Bruce). There were eight breweries
visited. Darts were played badly as usual.
1982: The branch had its 200th branch meeting in May. In October, meetings were
moved to the Victoria and Albert Bar in Marylebone Station.
1983: In April, was darts vs. Ealing Lawn Tennis Club (loss) and a visit to Higsons
(Liverpool). In June was a Branch Dinner. In December was the Branch Christmas
Dinner and a pub crawl in Kensington.
1984: In March was a joint pub crawl with Ponds branch in SE1 and the
branch played darts vs. Woolwich branch (win). In May was a pub crawl in St Albans
and the first Tony Littler Dinner. In June, was a Beer and Curry Night in and around
Brick Lane. In November, was another Beer and Curry night in the Kilburn High
Road. In December, was a darts match vs. North London CAMRA (loss).
1985: In March was a visit to Hoskin's (Leicester) and a Hampstead pub
crawl. In June, was an Italian meal and a Rotherhithe pub crawl. In July was a 'Fair
Prices Crawl' starting at King's Cross and ended at Highbury. The beer was mainly
sold at 80p or less. In August were brewery visits to Highgate (Walsall) and
McMullen's. The branch celebrated its 20th anniversary at the September's meeting
in the Windsor Castle. Also that month was darts vs. SW London CAMRA (loss).
1986: The HQ moved to the Artillery Arms, City. In January was darts vs. SW
London CAMRA (loss). There were pub crawls in Wandsworth, Holborn and
Whitechapel. The 250th branch meeting was held in July. The branch celebrated its
21st anniversary in September at the Bonnington Hotel.
1987: The HQ moved to the Marquis of Clanricarde, Paddington. In March, a branch
dinner was held. In June was a pub crawl in Old Welwyn. In September, members
visited the ten pubs that the branch had nominated for the Greater London Pub of
the Year. In November, was the first Not the Christmas Meal and it has been
held ever since.
1988: There was an away darts match vs. Common branch (win). Two darts
matches vs. SW CAMRA, results not mentioned. In June was a Chelsea pub crawl.
There were visits to Ruddles (Oakham) and Bunces (now Stonehenge).
1989: There was darts vs. Ponds and Woolwich branches. Ponds won. A visit to the
Mongolian Barbecue in South Ealing.
1990: In January was a dart vs. Woolwich branch (win). In April was a darts vs.
Ponds (loss). In June, was a visit to Fuller's. The branch celebrated its 25th
anniversary and 300th meeting at the Morpeth Arms, Millbank. Special guests John
Young and Michael Hardman.

Aidan Kerrigan

SPREADING THE WORD

Our SPBW publicity leaflet, incorporating a membership application form, has been
updated and improved. We put these leaflets in friendly and obliging pubs but we would
like to spread them as wide as we can. If you can help us with this, please let Roger
Jacobson (page 2) know and a bundle of leaflets will be sent. If you can just recruit the odd
friend or colleague, this would be ever so helpful as well. Thanks to those of you who have
already helped in this way.
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Reminiscences of Campden Hill 40 years on...

The very first meeting of Campdenandl | | t
attended was the AGM in October 1975 at the Windsor Castle. (We had been
members of Woolwich branch of the Society for the past year, meeting in the Union
Tavern in Woolwich, quite a trek from Putney!). My memory of that first meeting was
not the business but the men in suits, by and large, being convivial and vociferous
in their damnation of dustbin beers. After the AGM we decamped that same evening
to the Britannia Tap in Warwick Road which became our meeting place for the next
few years. We were voted in as members after the three obligatory meetings in
December 1975. In those days the branch would fill the small bar (there was no
garden then in which to expand) but made the ordering of beers easier by appointing
a kittymaster. Nearly al/l members drank Y
the exception (as usual) and opting for Special. | seem to remember that our £1 to
the kittymaster used to go a long way in those dayseé .
Over the next forty years we attended most meetings, we organised brewery trips,
pub crawls, participated in the NEC rallies held in the cellars of the Cheshire
Cheese, the NEC weekends etc.
One of the memorable features of Campden Hill was its propensity of holding
dinners on notable feast days. Usually the late and much missed Richard Graham
would appear with his diary of commemorative dates which the branch would trawl
through to find a suitable occasion and then we often planned a menu appropriate
to the event. Trafalgar Day, Battle of Br
gusto. The best dinners were held in the private dining room at the White Cross in
Richmond (Youngs of course!), organised by the late David Allen, a regular there.
He would persuade the indefatigable Bronwen to cook us our carefully chosen
menu. The jugged hare was particularly memorable although the commemoration
escapes me. We often had a speaker at those dinners, often beer orientated,
nothing too serious, just to provide a few minutes of entertainment before we retired
to the bar to replenish our glasses.
The branch was full of characters in those days, the inimitable John Morgan, blind
Dennis, Joy Haggerty, Tony Littler, lan Malcolm and of course, the eternal rebel,
Ossie Tillett, to name but a few. Ossie was instrumental in organising trips to the
Coate branch near Devizes in Wiltshire. At the time he was trying to visit all the
Wadworth pub estate. The Coate branch welcomed us with open arms at the New
Inn and proved to be a very friendly hospitable branch. Another memorable
occasion which is etched in my memory is the sponsored 12 pub crawl we did on a
Friday in July 1977. Although most of us drank the obligatory 12 pints each, over a
very long day, the picture in the Kensington News and Post that week showed a
reasonably upright band of drinkers, most sporting the then famous multicoloured
SPBW T shirt. The proceeds (all A100!) wer
Those were the dayseéee.

Sue Hart
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HARESFOOT BREWERY - BEER & FOOD PAIRING

Dacorum now has a number of small breweries, all of which are popular locally nd
yes, there is such a place as Dacorum. It is situated in West Hertfordshire and
comprises the towns of Tring, Berkhamsted and Hemel Hempstead. The Dacorum
Hundred was first recorded in the twelfth century but it predated the Norman
Conquest. The Anglo-Saxons finally surrendered to William the Conqueror at
Berkhamsted Castle after the skirmishes that followed the Battle of Hastings.
Within Dacorum we have the well-established Tring Brewery, which has been in
Tring since 1992 and has a good presence in local pubs and at local festivals. In
Potten End, just outside Hemel Hempstead, we have Red Squirrel Brewing
Company, established in 2004 and in Berkhamsted is Haresfoot Brewery, the
newest of the three but quickly making its presence felt with a lively programme of
events in the brewery itself.

| recently went to one of these; a beer and food pairing evening. It was very well
organised and we enjoyed an interesting variety of beers, each with accompanying
food and throughout a good description of each of the beers and why each dish of
food had been chosen to accompany it. Of the 8 beers in the programme 2 were
Haresf oot 6s own and RAhvasiome ofimy fawuniteA Bome of c a n |
the beers were familiar but others not so; | have only once before tried smoked beer
and previously | have never got on with Lambic beer but the one on the list was very
palatable with the cherry flavour not too overpowering. During the discussions our
excellent host, Nigel Oseland, opened a bottle of another Kriek for us to try as a
comparison and it was much more sour than the one on the menu. Below is a list of
the beers and the food that went with them. All the pairings went well and we were
encouraged to try each beer before having some of the accompanying food then
trying the beer again to see how the food had affected our taste buds.

Numbers were limited to about a dozen on three tables of four, which made it
manageable and very personal. All in all it was a very enjoyable and interesting
evening.

Beer: Paired with:

Budweiser Budvar Original; Bagel with salami and Jarlsberg cheese

Weihenstephaner, Heffe Weissbier; Crayfish, cucumber and dill salad

Aecht Schlenkeria Rauchbier Marzen; Smoked salmon and cream cheese on rye

Haresfoot Brewery, Totem American IPA; Chilli chicken skewers

Haresf oot Brewery Conquerords Premium Bitt
Brouwerij Timmerman, Kriek Lambicus; Hot fudge cake and vanilla ice cream

Brasserie de Rochefort, Trappistes Rochefort 6; Mature cheddar and chutney on

crackers

Full eréds Gol den Pride: Stilton on oatcake:s

{8
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SPBW PRODUCTS

Enamel badges £3 (E4.50inc P & P)

Tie Clips £5 (£6.50)

Cuff links £6 (£7.50)

Ties Windsor purple, green, navy blue £11.50 (£13)

T-shirts

XL black, royal blue, jade, red; L black, royal blue, red. £9 (E14)

Sweatshirts XL black, jade, royal blue, red £15 (£21.50)

Polo Shirts

XL royal blue, red, jade; L jade, royal blue, black, red £13 (£19.00)

Hats Acrylic knitted, royal blue, red, burgundy £5 (£7.50)

Baseball Caps black, green) £7 (£10.70)

Glasses Straight handled pint mugs with etched logo £8 (£14)

Please contact Patrick Deller if you wish to order a glass i pgadeller@gmail.com

We also have sweats, polo and t-shirts, hatsandcaps with the |60l

plus rugby shirts, fleeces, enamel badges and sew-on badges.

You can admire our product range on the SPBW website! And you can buy

products through our on-line shop: http://www.spbwshop.co.uk/

1 Please send your orders to Bill English (see page 2)

1 Please make cheques payable to SPBW and include a telephone number or
email address with your order. Allow up to 28 days for delivery.

1 Products are cheaper if they can be collected in person; contact Bill to
see if this can be arranged.

Our oldest branchonist he fr ont, s o -BedsandNorttoHents (seecpage s t

12) at the Engineers Arms
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